Wheels and Butterflies

Indian jungle it generated new noughts and multi-
plied itself into Kalpas.

It was perhaps obvious, when Plotinus substituted
the archetypes of individual men in all their pos-
sible incarnations for a limited number of Platonic
Ideas, that a Greatest Year for whale and gudgeon
alike must exhaust the multiplication table. What-
ever its length, it divided, and so did every unit
whose multiple it was, into waxing and waning, day
and night, or summer and winter. There was every-
where a conflict like that of my play between two
principles or ' elemental forms of the mind/ each
* living the other's life, dying the other's death/ I
have a Chinese painting of three old sages sitting
together, one with a deer at his side, one with a scroll
open at the symbol of yen and yin, those two forms
that whirl perpetually, creating and re-creating all
things. But because of our modern discovery that the
equinox shifts its ground more rapidly than Ptolemy
believed, one must, somebody says, invent a new
symbolic scheme* No, a thousand times no; I
insist that the equinox does shift a degree in a
hundred years ; anything else would lead to con-
fusion.
All ancient nations believed in the re-birth of

is quoted in Pierre Duhem, Systtmt du Mondt, vol. L pp. 67
and 68.
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